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 Extra care costs – costs of covered services related to taking part in a clinical trial such as
additional tests that a patient may need as part of the trial, but not as part of the patient’s
routine care. This Plan covers extra care costs related to taking part in an approved clinical trial
for a covered stem cell transplant such as additional tests that a patient may need as part of the
clinical trial protocol, but not as part of the patient’s routine care. For more information about
approved clinical trials for covered stem cell transplants, see pages 67-68. Extra care costs
related to taking part in any other type of clinical trial are not covered. We encourage you
to contact us at the customer service telephone number on the back of your FEP Blue Focus ID
card to discuss specific services if you participate in a clinical trial.
 Research costs – costs related to conducting the clinical trial such as research physician and
nurse time, analysis of results, and clinical tests performed only for research purposes. These
costs are generally covered by the clinical trials. This Plan does not cover these costs.
An approved clinical trial includes a phase I, phase II, phase III, or phase IV clinical trial that is
conducted in relation to the prevention, detection, or treatment of cancer or other life-threatening
disease or condition, and is either Federally funded; conducted under an investigational new drug
application reviewed by the Food and Drug Administration (U.S. FDA); or is a drug trial that is exempt
from the requirement of an investigational new drug application.
When you have Medicare
• What is Medicare?
Medicare is a health insurance program for:
 People 65 years of age or older
 Some people with disabilities under 65 years of age
 People with End Stage Renal Disease (permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or a
transplant)
Medicare has four parts:
 Part A (Hospital Insurance). Most people do not have to pay for Part A. If you or your spouse
worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment, you should be able to qualify for
premium-free Part A insurance. (If you were a Federal employee at any time both before and
during January 1983, you will receive credit for your Federal employment before January
1983.) Otherwise, if you are age 65 or older, you may be able to buy it. Contact 800FBF20-124

Page 1 of 2

1/1/2020

Blue Cross and Blue Shield Service Benefit Plan

124

MEDICARE (800-633-4227), TTY: 877-486-2048, for more information.
 Part B (Medical Insurance). Most people pay monthly for Part B. Generally, Part B premiums
are withheld from your monthly Social Security check or your retirement check.
 Part C (Medicare Advantage). You can enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan to get your
Medicare benefits. We do not offer a Medicare Advantage plan. Please review the information
on coordinating benefits with Medicare Advantage plans on page 126.
 Part D (Medicare prescription drug coverage). There is a monthly premium for Part D coverage.
Before enrolling in Medicare Part D, please review the important disclosure notice from us
about the FEHB prescription drug coverage and Medicare. The notice is on the first inside page
of this brochure.
For people with limited income and resources, extra help in paying for a Medicare prescription
drug plan is available. For more information about this extra help, visit the Social Security
Administration online at www.socialsecurity.gov, or call them at 800-772-1213, TTY: 800-3250778.
• Should I enroll in Medicare?
The decision to enroll in Medicare is yours. We encourage you to apply for Medicare benefits 3
months before you turn age 65. It’s easy. Just call the Social Security Administration toll-free
telephone number 800-772-1213, TTY: 800-325-0778, to set up an appointment to apply. If you do not
apply for one or more Parts of Medicare, you can still be covered under the FEHB Program.
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